
OCTOBER 16

1755 ST. GERARD MAJELLA died at the age of 29 at Caposele.  Born in Muro 
Lucano, on April 6, 1726; professed in 1752.  He was refused admission into 
the Capuchins because of his youth and lived for a short time as a hermit.  At 
first he was rejected by the Redemptorists, but he later was accepted by Father 
Paul Cafaro.  He acted as  spiritual director to a few groups of nuns.  He was 
renowned as a person who could read other’s hearts.  He died of tuberculosis.  
He was beatified in 1893 and canonized in 1904.  He is the patron of expectant 
mothers.

1964 Redemptorist Picture Rocks Retreat, Tucson, AZ,   was opened.  Father 
Bernard Van Hoomissen built the original buildings and was the first superior.  
Besides retreat work, for many years its members  did extensive work among 
the Spanish-speaking and the Yaqui Indians.

2001 REV. ANTHONY ALOIS STEUBBEN died at the age of 79 at St. Clement 
Health Care Center, Liguori, MO.   Born in San Antonio, TX, June 8, 1922; 
professed at DeSoto, MO,  August 2, 1943; ordained at Immaculate Conception 
Seminary, Oconomowoc, WI,  June 26, 1948.  He was first stationed in the 
Manaus Vice-Province for fifteen years.  On his return, he served in New 
Orleans, LA, and San Antonio, TX, where his health gradually deteriorated 
until he was moved to St. Clement Health Care Center, Liguori,  MO in 1996.  
He wrote extensively about his experiences in Brazil.  A simple, upright 
gentleman, he had a wry sense of humor.  His great devotion to Mary induced 
him to make thousands of rosaries that he gave to all who asked.  61 years 
professed; 53 years ordained. Buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery, San Antonio, TX.

 
2002 REV. ADALBERT CHANDONNET died at the age of 78 at Select Specialty 

Hospital, Houston, TX.  Born in Detroit,  MI, December 4, 1923; professed at 
DeSoto, MI,  August 2, 1945; ordained at Immaculate Conception, 
Oconomowoc, WI,  June 29, 1950.  Fr. Chandonnet carried the nickname 
“Chandy” throughout the seminary and priesthood. Most confreres never knew 
his first name. After ordination, Fr. Chandonnet spent a brief period as director 
of the second novitiate at Pine City, MN. The remainder of his life was spent in 
the New Orleans Vice Province. Wherever he was appointed, he was either the 
Superior, the Pastor, the Vicar, or a member of the Vice-Provincial 
Government. His life was one of leadership. His contagious friendliness and 
humor was a blessing for all who lived with him. Even during his semi-
retirement years at Holy Ghost, he began ministry of prayer and merriment to 



countless numbers of homebound people through the computer and monthly 
cards.  57 years professed; 52 years ordained.  Buried in the Redemptorist 
Cemetery,  Liguori,  MO.

OCTOBER 17

1935 BROTHER CYRIL JUDNEC died at the age of 73 at St. Joseph’s College, 
Kirkwood, MO.  Born in Semec, Leibach, Austria, July 6, 1862; professed at 
Kansas City, MO, August 15, 1901.  He herded sheep on a western ranch 
before entering the Congregation.  He served as cook in various communities.

 34 years professed.  Originally buried at the cemetery at St. Joseph’s College, 
Kirkwood, MO.  Moved to the Redemptorist Cemetery,  Liguori,  MO.

1982 REV. PAUL BAUDRY died at the age of 85 at Immaculate Seminary, 
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, WI.  Born in New Orleans, LA, December 1, 1896; 
professed at DeSoto, MO, August 2, 1919; ordained at Immaculate Conception 
Seminary,  Oconomowoc, WI, May 7, 1924.  He served as a mission preacher 
and he pioneered as superior in Baton Rouge, LA; he was rector in New 
Orleans LA.  He was Vice-Provincial of New Orleans Vice-Province, 
(1959-1967).  During his term as Vice-Provincial, he was responsible for the 
construction of the minor seminary for the Vice-Province at Lacombe, LA.  He 
was a vivacious individual, ever optimistic. 63 years professed; 58 years 
ordained.  Buried in the Redemptorist Cemetery,  Lacombe,  LA.

OCTOBER 18

OCTOBER 19

1785 VERY REV. FRANCIS DE PAOLA was selected rector major and superior 
general.  When the necessary two-thirds  majority was  lacking on the second 
ballot, Father Isidore Leggio presented the chapter with a decree from the Holy 
See declaring that for this  occasion a simple majority would be sufficient for 
election.  Therefore, the chapter was forced to recognize Father de Paola as 
elected!

1982 REV. FRANCIS DOWD died at the age of 74 at St. Mary’s Parish, Fresno, 
CA.  Born in Chicago, IL,April 27, 1908; professed at DeSoto, MO, August 2, 
1929; ordained at Immaculate Conception Seminary, Oconomowoc, WI, June 
29, 1934.  He was affectionately nicknamed “Pinky.”  He served in Fresno,  
CA, Portland, OR, Whittier, CA and Coeur d’Alene, ID.  He was devoted to 


